
Congratulations Graduates! 

We are all delighted to be here today to celebrate your accomplishments. 

We are also excited to be here to give you some final advice before you 
walk away from the University of Akron. 

Here are 10 pieces of advice I want to leave you with this morning: 

1. Always respect people who own house cats. These people have the 
confidence and courage to live with a savage, barely domesticated 
predator who has no interest in them whatsoever.

2. If you want to persuade someone of something, the first thing you 
have to do is listen to them very carefully. Understanding another 
person's perspective - even if you disagree with that perspective - is 
the only way to get that person to understand what you think.

3. Despite what you may have heard, there is truth. As an educated 
person it is your obligation to seek it. As an educated person it is 
your obligation to speak it.

4. Most of the Earth is water. Learn to swim!

5. Civilized societies embrace a common good. This good comes from 
mutual respect, from taking care of one another and from lending a




