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Chair Cirino, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Workforce and Higher 
Education Committee, thank you for this opportunity to tell you the story of The University of 
Akron and to discuss our request for capital funds. My name is Gary L. Miller, and I have the 
honor of serving as president of The University of Akron.  

I want to begin by thanking each member of the Committee for taking the time to meet with me 
several weeks ago. I very much appreciated the opportunity to get to know you better and to get 
your perspective on our great Ohio public universities and how we might continue to build our 
relationship with you. Thank you.  
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developing significant programs in partnership with these hospitals to address critical health care 
workforce needs in Northeast Ohio.  

We believe it is essential that our University education includes opportunities for students to 
explore all aspects of the human condition. This has great educational value, and such broad 
education is required by most engineering and technology degree programs. But this broad 
education also has essential economic and workforce value.   

There is a large and convincing literature, for example, showing that the strategic deployment of 
the arts in efforts to revitalize legacy cities and their distressed neighborhoods has significant and 
positive effects on economic development, attracting new residents and strengthening 
neighborhood communities.  

The City of Akron, its region and the University have fully embraced this strategic opportunity. 
The University owns two of the largest buildings in downtown Akron: the former Polsky 
Department Store and Quaker Square, the original Quaker Oats facility. The University is putting 
these assets into play in a way that will strengthen downtown Akron. We are recipients of a $20 
million gift from the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation�² one of the largest gifts ever 
awarded to a single project by the Knight Foundation�² to transform the Polsky building into 
Knight Creative, a vibrant community and educational space in the center of downtown. We are 
asking for $6 million from the state capital budget for this project because it is part of our space 
reduction and consolidation initiative. The renovations will allow us to relocate the Myers 
School of Art to the Knight Creative, which will allow us to vacate Folk Hall. Folk Hall carries 
an annual operation and maintenance cost of over $200,000 and needs a new roof and air handler 
at a cost of $2 million. Creating renovated spaces in the updated Knight Creative building will 
lead to cost savings for us as we are able to consolidate and reduce space, reduce operation and 
maintenance costs, and lessen our deferred maintenance costs. These goals guide our capital 
planning vision.  

In terms of Quaker Square, we are working with great energy in collaboration with the State 
Controlling Board to sell 
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MBA program is ranked as a Tier One MBA program and as a top 50 program nationally. Our 
undergraduate business program is ranked among the top 100 in the country and No. 1 in 
Northeast �2�K�L�R�����7�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���$�N�U�R�Q���6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���/�D�Z�¶�V���7�U�L�D�O���$�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�V���U�D�Q�N�H�G��
No. 24 in the country, which is the highest-ranked program in the state and the second highest in 
a six-state region. In addition, the Intellectual Property program is ranked No. 51 in the country 
and the part-time program is ranked No. 49 in the country and second in the state. 

As you can tell, I am incredibly proud of our accomplishments and I am deeply grateful for the 
opportunity to share them with you, but we are here today to testify 
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¶ Credit for Prior Learning �± This is a program designed for people in the workforce who
started work on a college degree or certificate but never finished. Our faculty and staff
will evaluate their work, military and life experiences, and assign academic credit where
possible, leaving these people with many fewer academic credits needed to graduate. We
have saved up to two years on work toward a college degree in some cases.

¶ Coursera �± We are a partner with Coursera, the �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G
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I have three major items for which we need your help: 

1. A central goal of The University of Akron is to get students jobs. Within six months of
graduation, 95% of students who earned undergraduate degrees and responded to a
Handshake survey are employed full- or part-time, participating in a voluntary program,


